
PINE RIVER TOWNSHIP 
Gratiot County, Michigan 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 
April 18, 2024 

Agenda 
 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge to the Flag 

3. Roll Call 

4. Brief Public Comments (3 Minutes) 

5. Approval of Agenda 

6. Approval of Minutes- June 22, 2023 

7. Business Before the Board 

a. Dimensional Variance- Alan & Kimberly Gilbert 12-031-006-00 AG District 

b. Dimensional Variance- Peter Spohn (Culvers) 12-027-012-70 LC District 

8. Adjournment 

  



 

PINE RIVER TOWNSHIP 
Gratiot County, Michigan 

 
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 

April 18, 2024 
Minutes 

 
1. Call to order:  The meeting was called to order by ZBA Chairman Garrett Whitmore. 
2. Pledge to the flag:  The pledge was given. 
3. Roll Call:  Chairman Whitmore took roll call.  Members present were Garrett Whitmore, 

Victor Peckinpaugh, David Best, and Michael Bessert.  Member absent was Jason Biehl.  
Others present included Zoning Administrator Bill Leonard, Alan and Kimberly Gilbert, Josh 
Mecomber, Michael W. Pung, and Supervisor Kevin Beeson. 

4. Brief Public Comments:  Supervisor Beeson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He 
explained the purpose of a Zoning Board of Appeals and briefly touched on the process for 
each appeal. 

5. Approval of Agenda: Motion by Michael Bessert, support by David Best to approve the 
agenda as presented.  All yeahs.  Motion carried 4-0. 

6. Approval of Minutes of June 22, 2023:  Motion by Michael Bessert, support by David Best to 
approve the Minutes as presented.  All yeahs.  Motion carried 4-0. 

7. Business before the Board: 
a. Dimensional Variance- Alan & Kimberly Gilbert (Parcel 12-031-006-00). The Gilberts 

request a dimensional variance to allow for the construction of a new family room 
on the southwest corner of their home.  Mr. Gilbert explained that the driveway and 
garage ruled out the north.  The septic tank and field are on the east, while the 
drinking water well is to the south, leaving only the front (west side) for potential use. 
 
Supervisor Beeson used the GIS mapping system to show homes and their setback 
distances on all 3 sides.  Neither home on the Pine River side of Rich Rd. is close to 
complying with the 80’ setback from the center of the road.   
 
The Gilbert’s submitted signed letters from Russ & Monica Meyer of 6701 N Rich Rd, 
Kim Leonard of 6652 N Rich Rd, and James Hutchinson of 6838 N Rich Rd, all 
offering unconditional support for the project. 
 
Motion by Michael Bessert, support by Victor Peckinpaugh to approve the variance 
as requested.  All yeahs.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 



b. Dimensional Variance- Josh Mecomber offered plans for a Culver’s Restaurant.  He 
showed plans that need a 12’ variance on the 80’ distance off Cheesman Road 
centerline.  While this is the side, because the property is on a corner, both sides 
need to maintain 80’ setbacks.  Current property owner Michael W. Pung expressed 
support for the variance as well.  No other public comments were received. 

 
Motion by Michael Bessert, support by David Best to approve the variance as 
requested.  All yeahs.  Motion carried 4-0. 

8. Adjournment:  The being no further business to come before the ZBA, Victor Peckinpaugh 
moved to adjourn.  Support by Bessert.  Meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm. 

 

Minutes prepared by:    ZBA Secretary 

    __________________________ 

Kevin D. Beeson     David Best 
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